On behalf of the Society I would like to thank our President, Seishi Sawamura, for all the efforts that he and his Executive Board have made in the past triennium. I have had the pleasure of working closely with Seishi during this period and have been impressed by the friendly and open way that he has conducted the Society's business.
We are now nearing the end of our Ninth World Congress. It has been a very successful event with a large participation. The scientific programme has been innovative and varied and the social programme has been enjoyed by all. The best is still to come, I understand, at tonight's party. The exhibition has been comprehensive. It has been well supported by Interbor and the industry and it is the largest that we have ever had at our Congresses. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Hans Arendzen, Wim Eisma, the organising committee and Congrex Holland for the extraordinary efforts that they have made in running this Congress and for making us so welcome in Amsterdam.
Over the years the Society has built up its membership throughout the world. This widespread membership is the true strength of the Society. The Executive Board will continue to make efforts in this direction and improve the links and communications with the membership at large.
You have elected a strong Executive Board for the next triennium. It has a good representation of the different geographical regions as well as the different professional groups that form the Society. With your help we look forward to a productive three years.
